[Effect of radioactive iodine therapy and surgical treatment of thyrotoxicosis on the blood level of thyrotropin].
The radioimmunological method was applied to the study of the thyrotropic hormone (TTH) content in the blood of 308 patients with thyrotoxicosis at various stages of therapy with radioactive iodine and surgical treatment. After 131I treatment and elimination of the thyrotoxicosis symptoms TTH rose 1 to 2 years and 5 to 10 years after the onset of remission, this being regarded as an adaptive response to the changing thyroid activity. The hypothalamo-hypophysio-thyroid interaction was restored after the successful 131I therapy. However, surgical treatment of thyrothoxicosis did not lead to restoration of such interaction for 5 years--no changes of the TTH level followed either the "primary" subtotal thyroidectomy or repeated operation for the relapsing form of the disease.